
Reception Phonics Meeting



What is Phonics?

Phonics is a method for teaching reading and writing.

It develops phonemic awareness – the ability to hear, recognise and use the 

sounds within words.

Children are also taught the correspondence between sounds and the graphemes 

(spelling patterns) that represent them.

Phonics is currently the main way in which children in all British primary schools are 

taught to read in their earliest years.

Children will also be taught other skills, such as whole-word recognition  - tricky 

words, book skills and a love and enjoyment of reading.



At Thornhill, we teach our children to read and 
write using a scheme called Jolly Phonics

Jolly Phonics is a fun multi-sensory way to teach the letter 

sounds, which supports children to then use the letter 

sounds to read and write words and then sentences.



The 5 basic skills of Jolly Phonics are:

1. Learning the letter sounds

2. Learning letter formation

3. Blending

4. Identifying sounds in words (segmenting)

5. Tricky words

The 5 Basic Skills
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Children learn in a fun, multi-sensory way using stories and actions.

1. Learning the letter sounds
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Learning the action for the 
/s/ sound: Weave your hand 
like a snake, making an ‘s’ 
shape, saying sssssssss.



1. Learning the letter sounds –
the letter sounds
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Correct pronunciation of the 

sounds is essential.  The 

sounds do not have an /uh/ 

sound at the end.  

E.g. sss not suh

P not puh

Link to pronunciation guide  

https://www.jollylearning.co.

uk/resource-bank/learn-the-

letter-sounds/

https://www.jollylearning.co.uk/resource-bank/learn-the-letter-sounds/


1. Learning the letter sounds –
digraphs
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Digraphs are two letters that make one sound.



1. Learning the letter sounds –
alternative spellings
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The alternative spellings of the vowel sounds:

Introduced as:

(rain) (play) (flame)

(feet)

(boat)

(leaf) (these)

(snow) (bone)

Taught later as:



Correct formation is taught and expected from the very beginning.

2. Letter formation

Jolly Phonics
Presentation

Raising 
Standards 

for All

Feel the letter formation

See the letter formation

Write the letter in the air using 
whole body movements



The children are taught how to hold their pencil properly right from the start:

2. Letter formation – pencil hold
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‘Tripod’ grip

‘Froggy legs’ movement

The other hand holds the 
paper to stop it moving about



Blending skills are essential for reading. 

3. Blending
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The number of regular words for blending grows with each new letter sound:

3. Blending – blending words
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Word Boxes



Regular practice is the key to blending words with digraphs and consonant blends:

3. Blending – blending harder words

Jolly Phonics
Presentation

Raising 
Standards 

for All

Digraphs



Phonological awareness can be encouraged from the very first lesson:

4. Identifying sounds in words 
– phonological awareness
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For children to write independently they need to know:

4. Identifying sounds in words 
– independent writing
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The 42 letter sounds

How to hear the sounds in words

One way of writing the letter sounds

What they want to say



To read tricky words well, the children need to:

5. Tricky words
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Work out the ‘tricky’ bits

Have regular flashcard practice



How do we teach phonics at school?

• Daily phonics lessons.  Children are taught 4 new sounds every week.

• We have a whole class input with all of the children together.

• Children then move into 3 groups to complete the follow up reading 
and writing work.  We are very lucky to be able to bring extra staff 
into Reception to do this meaning that the children can have more 
adult input as they work.

• After the phonics session, there will be lots of opportunities both in 
the classroom and outdoors for the children to practise and 
consolidate what they have learned.



What can you do to support at 
home?
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 Lots of practice of listening skills 

Sound books – daily practice of the sounds – both new and previous sounds

Word boxes – daily blending practice

Lots of spotting sounds and words at home and when out and about

Make sure that any writing at home has correct letter formation

Read, read, read! Read to and with your child as much as possible, talking about the story 
and the characters.

Once children can blend independently with most of the sounds and can read short 
captions they will start to bring home reading books.  They will then be expected to read at 
home daily and you will sign their reading diary to say how they have done.



phoneme - Any one of the 42 sounds which make up words in the English 

language.

grapheme – How a phoneme is written down. There can be more than one way 

to spell a phoneme. For example, the phoneme ‘ay’ is spelt differently in each of 

the words ‘way’, ‘make’, ‘fail’, ‘great’, ‘sleigh’ and ‘lady’.

blending – Putting together the sounds in a word in order to read it, e.g. ‘f – r – o – g, 
frog’

segmenting – Breaking a word into its constituent sounds in order to spell them, e.g. 
‘frog, f – r – o – g’’

Phonics Terminology



End of Reception Expectations

Children do need more than 
just phonics to be successful 
readers and writers.  They 
need to learn other reading 
and comprehension skills 
alongside their phonic 
knowledge to reach the 
expected levels at the end 
their Reception Year.



Thank you for listening.

If you have any further questions 
then please get in touch via email or 

Seesaw


