
PROGRESSION OF KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS – HISTORY 

EYFS provision  
 

Understanding 
the world (links 

to history) 

NURSERY RECEPTION  

  To understand language of today, tomorrow and yesterday.  E.g. Daily discussion when changing the 
class calendar 

 To speak about an event which has happened in the past and discuss a future event. E.g children will 
learn the basic story of Guy Fawkes.  They will discuss a job that they would like to do in the future. 

 To order a sequence of up to 3 events. E.g. Children will sequence routines such as brushing their teeth. 

 To know that some objects are old and new. E.g. Discussion around a range of objects in the 
investigation area of the continuous provision. 

 To talk about people who are special in their lives. E.g. Lots of discussion about their families within our 
Marvellous Me topic. 

 To understand that some events in their life happened in the past. E.g. Comparing themselves now to 
when they were babies. 

 To develop understanding of past events and present events linked to themselves. E.g. Class discussions 
about special events in the children's lives such as birthdays, holidays etc. 

 
 

 To use language associated with time – today, tomorrow, yesterday, week, month, year. E.g. 
Daily discussion when changing the calendar in class. 

 To understand and speak about events in past, present, future. E.g When learning about Guy 
Fawkes or discussing what jobs children would like to do when they are older. 

 To order a sequence of up to 5 events. E.g. Sequencing the events of the Easter story. 

 To discuss why some objects are old and new E.g. Discussion of the home in the past when 
reading Peepo 

 To talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society E.g The children 
will meet and learn about a range of professions during our People who help us topic. 

 To know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on 
their experiences and what has been read in class E.g. Discussion about how the children have 
changed since they were babies, discussion about their home compared to the home from 
Peepo. 

 To understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in 
class and storytelling E.g. Guy Fawkes 

 To talk about things that have happened in the past – holidays, birthdays.  E.g. through daily 
discussion in class at snack time. 

 To discuss what is happening in the present – E.g. through the use of a visual timetable  

 To talk about their family and the people around them E,g, Children will draw pictures of their 
families and add photographs to Tapestry then discuss within circle time activities. 

 To understand that some things happened a long time ago. E.g Children learn about the first 
Christmas, the Easter story and Guy Fawkes. 

 To understand the past through stories and know some similarities and differences between 
the past and present.  E.g When reading Peepo 

 

KS1/ KS2  
 

Knowledge and 
Skills  

Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

Historical focus 1. Ourselves and our 
family 

2.Royal family including 
Elizabeth 1 and Queen Victoria  
3. Great Fire of London  
4. Moon landing- 1969 
5. Seaside’s in the past- focus on 
a local seaside  
6. Beatrix Potter  

1. Gunpowder plot- parliament 
and democracy  

2. Toys and Christmas in the 
past 

3. Explorers- Christopher 
Columbus (America) , Ibn 
Battuta (Asia and links with 
Islam) and Robert Falcon 
Scott (Antarctic regions)   

4. Nelson Mandela 
5. History of transport- 

aeroplanes, boats, trains  

1. Pre history 
2. Ancient Egypt 
3. Romans- Julius Caesar’s 

attempted invasion and the 
Roman empire by 42AD- 
power of the army 

4. Anglo Saxons and Vikings- 

settlement in Britain by 

Anglo Saxons and Vikings 

and the Anglo Saxon 

struggle for kingdom of 

1. Stone age 
2. Ancient Greece 
3. Romans- Invasion of 

Emperor Claudius, 
Hadrians Wall, 
Boudiccas rebellion  

4. Vikings- raids and 
invasions 

5. Victorian life 
6. Local study- William 

George Armstrong, 1st 
Baron Armstrong 
engineer and scientist  

1. Bronze age 
2. Non-European society- 

Ancient Islamic 
civilisation 

3. Romans- Romanisation 
of Britain 

4. Viking and Anglo 
Saxons- invasion and 
resistance by Alfred the 
Great and Athelstan 

5. WW1- Battle of Britain 
6. Local study- mining  

1. Iron age 
2. Shang dynasty 
3. Anglo Saxons- invasions, 

settlements and village 
life 

4. Edward the Confessor- 
life and death leading to 
1066 

5. WW2 
6. Local study- agriculture  
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6. Grace darling (local person 
and events)  

England up to Edward the 

Confessor 

5. Tudors 
6. Local study - railways  

 
 

Vocabulary  As EYFS plus: 
 
Past, present, future, ancient, 
living memory, younger, young, 
years old, the older generation, 
modern, same, similar, different, 
change, modern, meomries, 
photograph,  important, 
remember, timeline, invention, 
invent, reign, royal, monarch, 
photograph, what? Where? 
When? Why? 

As previous year groups plus: 
 
recently, before, decade, century, 
chronological order, sequence, 
explore, discover, historian, 
parliament, democracy, museum, 
artefact, event, local, explorer, travel, 
significant, investigate, research, 
opinion, evidence  

As previous year groups plus: 
 
 era, period, B.C.E, C.E., millennium, 
ancient, invasion, raid, empire, 
civilisation, impact, change, cause 
and consequence, religion, 
gods/goddess, thousands of years, 
sources, archaeologist, excavate, 
significance, evidence, compare, 
contrast, emperor, soldiers, army,  

 As previous year groups plus: 
 
peasantry, kingdom, rebellion, 
conquer, settlements, settlers,  
wealth, culture, achievement, 
rebel, rebellion, conclusion, 
recount, continuity and change, 
argument 

 As previous year groups plus: 
 
bias, prejudice, propaganda, 
reliability, alliance, influence, 
diversity, nation, infer, vote, 
legislation, eye witness 

 As previous year groups plus: 
 
 analyse, morale, interpretation, 
persuade, impression, motive, 
persecution, dictate, recruit, 
morale, motive, society, 
agriculture, Blitz 

Experiences  Autumn- Introduction to history 
and museums/ sources- 
Hancock museum  
 
Summer 2- locomotion 
workshop  
 
Beach  

Autumn 2- Bowes museum- toys 
workshop  
 
Summer term- Hartlepool marina  

Autumn 2- Oriental museum- Egypt  
 
Summer 2- Locomotion- railways or 
Archives- Timothy Hackworth 
 
 

1. Eden camp 
2. Jorvik- dig  
3. Beamish  
4. Binchester roman fort 

Autumn 2 – outreach or 
museum of archaeology 
Durham- Ancient Greeks 
 
Summer 1- Preston park- 
Victorians  
 

1. Eden camp 
2. Jorvik 
3. Beamish 
4. Binchester roman fort 

 
 

Outreach- Ancient Islamic 
civilisations  
 
 Summer 2- Woodhorn 
museum- mining  
 

1. Eden camp 
2. Jorvik 
3. Beamish 
4. Binchester roman fort 

 
 
 

Auutmn 2- Oriental museum- 
shang dynasty  

 

Summer- Archives- WW2 or 
agriculture  

 

1. Eden camp 
2. Jorvik 
3. Beamish  
4. Binchester roman fort 

Chronological 
understanding 

Place 2/3 events from beyond 
their living memory into 
chronological order e.g. the life 
of Neil Armstrong and the moon 
landing and the events of the 
Great Fire of London 
 
Sequence events and changes 
within their living memory e.g. 
sorting their lives into 
chronological order- born, learn 
to crawl, learn to walk, learn to 
talk, learn to read, start nursery, 
start school etc.  
 
Timeline any significant 
events/changes in national 
history since their birth e.g. birth 
of a Royal baby, Brexit, new 
prime minister etc.  

Place 3-5 events or people into 
chronological order using a given 
scale e.g. main events within the life 
of Grace Darling, and the 
development of transport e.g. first 
aeroplane flight 
 
Describe where people and events 
studied fit within a chronological 
framework e.g. know that Ibn Battuta 
explored before Christopher 
Columbus  
 
Identify similarities/ differences 
between ways of life in different 
periods e.g. compare Victorian toys 
with modern day toys, similarities and 
differences between past and present 
transport  
 

Use timelines to place studied 
events and people in order- e.g. 
events/people/objects within 
prehistory, Greeks, Romans, Tudors 
 
To know that a timeline can be split 
into BC and AD e.g. prehistory=BC 
and Tudors=AD 
 
To use words and phrases such as  
BC, AD, century, decade  

Use timelines to place dates, 
events, people and objects in 
order for most of the main time 
periods studied- ancient Greeks, 
Ancient Egyptians, Romans, 
Vikings, Tudors and Victorians  
 
Place studied topics on a 
timeline showing a good 
understanding of BC and AD- 
e.g. Stone Age, Romans, Vikings, 
Victorians 

Order the main periods of 
British, local and world history 
and make connections between 
them e.g. make connections 
between Ancient Islamic 
civilisations and life in Britain 
during the same time period  
 
Identify changes across and 
within historical periods e.g. 
developments from Stone Age 
to Iron age and changes within 
the Roman empire 
 
 

Order the main periods of 
British, local and world history 
and make connections between 
them e.g. countries throughout 
Europe during WW2 
 
Uses timelines to demonstrate 
changes and developments in 
culture, technology, religion and 
society e.g. changes in 
technology from WW1-WW2 
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Historical 
interpretation 

and enquiry  

Ask relevant basic questions 
about the past e.g.  What 
caused the Great Fire of 
London? Who was next to go to 
the moon? 
 
Find answers to some simple 
questions about the past using 
simple sources of information- 
e.g. photographs of seaside to 
compare past and present, 
videos and photographs of 
moon landing to gain insight 
 
 
Identify some ways we find out 
about the past e.g. using 
artefacts, pictures, stories and 
websites 
 
Identify some simple similarities 
and differences e.g. compare 
household objects, house 
material from 1666 (Great Fire 
of London) to now  
 
Tell the difference between past 
and present in own and other 
people’s lives 

Ask and begin to answer questions 
about events/ significant 
people/places e.g.  
When?  When did Christopher 
Columbus go exploring? 
What happened? What happened to 
Guy Fawkes? 
What was it like…? What was it like to 
live in the Victorian times? 
Why? Why do we have bonfire night 
every year? 
Who? Who invented the first 
aeroplane? 
 
Look carefully at sources to find 
information about the past e.g. 
handle Victorian toys, videos of first 
flight, visit Hartlepool marina to look 
at boats 
 
Show understanding of some ways in 
which we find out about the past and 
identify different ways in which it is 
represented e.g. using can use books, 
photographs, videos, artefacts 
 
Describe similarities and differences 
between ways of life in different time 
periods using sources to support this 
e.g. Christmas during Victorian period 
vs Christmas now 
 
 

Ask and answer questions about the 
past, considering aspects of 
continuity, change, cause, 
consequence, similarity, difference 
and significance. 
 
Use a range of source material 
(including visits) to collate 
information about the past.  
 
Use evidence from sources to 
describe houses and settlements, 
culture and the way of life, people's 
beliefs and attitudes and differences 
between rich and poor in Ancient 
Egypt 
 
Make comparisons between sources 
e.g. compare photographs of trains 
and explore the changes  
 
Be aware that different versions of 
the past may exist and begin to 
suggest reasons for this e.g. why 
might a modern day interpretation 
of an Egyptian tomb be different to 
evidence from that time period  
 
Suggest where we might find 
answers to questions about the past 
e.g. know that we could use books, 
photos, videos, search engines 
 
Understand that knowledge about 
the past is constructed from a 
variety of sources 

Ask and answer questions about 
the past, considering aspects of 
continuity, change, cause, 
consequence, similarity, 
difference and significance. 
 
Understands the difference 
between primary sources and 
interpretations/ representations 
(secondary sources of evidence) 
e.g. how is a photograph of a 
Roman battle different to a 
video of the Romans made in 
the 21st century? 
 
 

Give reasons why there may be 
different accounts of history 
e.g. why might there be 
different recounts of Victorian 
life? (upper vs lower class) 
 
 

Suggests sources of evidence 
from a selection provided to use 
to help answer questions.  
 
Describe how some past 
significant events affect life 
today- e.g. how has Victorian 
life influence life today 
 

Devise, ask and answer more 
complex questions about the 
past, considering key concepts 
in history.  
 
Question reliability of source 
material and can give reasons 
why something is or is not 
reliable e.g. is a cartoon of 
people from the Bronze Age a 
reliable source to use? 
 
Realise that there is often not a 
single answer to historical 
questions and give clear reasons 
why there may be different 
accounts  
 
Identify some social, cultural, 
religious and ethnic diversities 
of societies studied in Britain 
and the wider world- how 
beliefs in Britain changed during 
the Romanisation of Britain, 
diversity in Ancient Islamic 
civilisations 

Form own opinions about 
historical events from a range of 
sources  
 
 

Analyse a range of source 
material to promote evidence 
about the past 
 
Select the most appropriate 
source of evidence for 
particular task e.g. what would 
be most suitable to help you 
write a written narrative of an 
Anglo Saxon invasion?   
 
Explore trends that have 
developed over time in Britain  

Organisation 
and 

communication  

Share knowledge and 
understanding about the past in 
different ways: role play, 
drawing, writing and drama 
e.g. role play of extinguishing 
GFOL, drawing past and present 
houses 
 

Describe objects, people and events 
e.g. handle past toys and describe to 
peers, look at photographs/ drawings 
of Grace Darling and describe    
 
Write simple recounts about main 
events/ people from a significant 
time- life of Grace Darling, life of 
Nelson Mandela, invention of 
aeroplanes  
 
Draw labelled diagrams and write 
about them to tell others about 
people, objects and events from the 
past e.g. drawings of toys based on 
handling artefacts, label past and 
present aeroplanes  
 

Present findings about past using 
speaking, written narratives, ICT and 
drawing skills- presentation about 
the Tudors, written narrative about 
Roman invasion 
 
Use key dates and terms in context 
 
 
Can explain a cause/ consequence, 
change or the importance of a 
person, event or place e.g. why did 
Julius Caesar attempt to invade?  

Present findings about past 
using speaking, written 
narratives, ICT, drama and 
drawing skills and  maths (data 
handling), e.g. role play using 
ancient Egyptian artefacts, 
drawings of artefacts,  
 
Uses dates and terms correctly 
 
Uses subject specific vocabulary 
when writing or presenting   

Present detailed findings giving 
reference to historical skills 
being taught in a way that 
shows awareness of an 
audience. 
 
Increasingly accurate use of key 
terms and dates. 
 
Record knowledge and 
understanding in a variety of 
ways, using dates and key terms 
appropriately 

Present information in an 
organised and clearly structured 
way and in the most 
effective/appropriate manner 
(e.g. written explanation, tables 
and charts, labelled diagram) 
 
 
Accurate use of key terms and 
dates 
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