
 
 

Progression of vocabulary in history 
 
 

EYFS today, tomorrow, yesterday, week, month, year, old, new, past, now, long ago 

Y1 As EYFS plus: 
Past, present, future, younger, young, years old, modern, same, different, 
change, important, remember, timeline, reign, royal, monarch, photograph, 
what? Where? When? Why? 

Y2 As previous year groups plus: 
recently, before, decade, century, chronological order, sequence, explore, 
discover, historian, parliament, democracy, museum, invent, artefact, event, 
local 

Y3 As previous year groups plus: 
era, period, B.C.E, C.E., ancient, invasion, raid, empire, civilisation, impact, 

change, cause and consequence, religion, gods/goddess, thousands of years, 
sources, paleontologist archaeologist, excavate, significance, evidence, 
compare, contrast Y4 As previous year groups plus: 
peasantry, kingdom, rebellion, conquer, settlements, wealth, culture, 
conclusion, recount, continuity and change, argument 

Y5 As previous year groups plus: 
bias, prejudice, propaganda, reliability, alliance, influence, diversity 

Y6 As previous year groups plus: 
analyse, morale, interpretation, persuade, impression, motive, persecution, 

dictate, society, agriculture 
 


