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Year Six Topics

 Year Six long term plan can be found on the school website

 https://www.thornhill.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/year-6/

 Favourites include:

World War Two – History

Christmas stockings – DT

Scratch – Computing

Evolution – Science

Banksy – Art

https://www.thornhill.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/year-6/






Rewards

 Class Dojo

Prizes each half term for top three

 Merit marks – Bronze, Silver, Gold, Platinum, Diamond and Solar 

awards

 Spellings and Maths Facts prizes for 100% at the end of each full 

term and at the end of the year

 Golden days

 PE stars

 100% attendance award



Golden Time
 Behaviour is an area of learning just like learning to read and it is our job to support 

the children to make good decisions as well as modelling positive behaviour and 
attitudes.

 We are very proud of the behaviour in our school and all staff work hard to support 
pupils so that we have a safe, respectful environment.

 Good behaviour during the week leads to children earning their golden time for the 
week.

 If the children earn their golden time each week this will lead to a Golden Day at 
the end of each half term.

 If the children are unable to follow the classroom or school rules it could result in a 
lost playtime which means that they don't earn their golden time for that week.

 We support pupils to earn golden time. Children are still able to earn enough golden 
time with future positive behaviour.

 More information can be found within our behaviour policy on the school website.

https://thornhill.durham.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Behaviour-Policy-
2024.pdf 



Attendance
 Expected attendance is 96%.

 Attendance is tracked on a weekly basis and the 

school will provide support if necessary.

 Good attendance is vital.

 School start time is 8:45am but the children can 

come in from 8:30am.

 Any absence from school to be communicated 

with the office by 9am.

 Medical appointments to be made outside of 

school time if possible – school requires 

confirmation.



Attendance

 Please organise family holidays for outside school term 
time.

 Holidays will not be authorised.

 Please do not base holiday bookings in hope the holiday 
will be authorised.

 5 or more days will result in a Fixed Penalty Notice.

 Any holidays/planned absence during term time please 
complete the holiday request form on the school 
website.
https://www.thornhill.durham.sch.uk/parents/attendanc
e/

https://www.thornhill.durham.sch.uk/parents/attendance/


Uniform

 Shoes/trainers must be dark coloured

 Earrings/jewellery are not allowed to be worn for school

All earrings must be removed after October half term

 Hairbands/bobbles should be plain red or black

 Long hair to be tied back

 A simple watch that cannot receive messages or connect 

to the internet can be worn

 Pupils do not require a PE kit



Reminders

 All children should bring a water bottle to school every 

day. We do have some school water bottles the children 

can access.

 Air Up bottles are allowed but the flavoured pods must be 

removed.

 Only plain water to be in their bottles.

 Your child should bring their school bag (provided by 

school) every day which will have their reading books and 

planner inside.



Walking Home/Collection

 Letters have been handed out

 A letter signed and returned provides consent for your 

child to walk home.

 Children cannot walk home alone after a club, after-

school care or a school trip where the children return 

after 3:15pm.

 Please inform school, via email, if there are any changes 

to the list of adults who can pick up your child.



Homework – Spellings and Maths Facts

 20 spellings

 20 maths facts

 Spellings and maths facts to be learnt for 

the test on a Monday they are recorded 

towards the back of your child's planner.

 Children record their scores on page 12 of 

their planner. Please initial the score once 

you have seen it.



Homework - Reading
 Daily reading – 30 minutes at least 5 times a week

Merit mark awarded for 5 sessions of reading.

 Please record reading in your child's planner.

 Please sign your child’s planner at the end of the week.

 Reading books will be changed weekly or when the child 

has finished their book. 

 Children are heard reading individually within school each 

week by different members of staff. 

 Your support with reading makes a HUGE difference.

 We will support children who cannot read at home by 

listening to them in school. 



Extra Learning Time
 If your child is not completing or are unable to 

complete their reading at home, they will be supported in 

school to catch up with their reading.

 Planners will be checked on a Monday, Wednesday and 

Friday.

 Extra learning time is a time for children who are scoring 

a total of 3 or more spellings and/or maths facts 

incorrectly to have extra practise.

 Extra learning time takes place on a Tuesday in our school 

library.



Booster Groups

 Multiple staff work with Year Six children over the course 

of the year during the day and after school.

 Extra support/group sessions will take place during the 

school day as well as after school. These sessions are a 

great opportunity for your child to further their learning 

and build their confidence.



SATs
 More in depth SATs meeting after Christmas – 12th January 5pm

 SATs week – Week beginning 11th May 2026

 SATs tests

Reading paper

Grammar paper

Spelling test

Mental arithmetic

Maths reasoning paper x 2

 Support you can provide at home:

Daily reading

Practising spellings and maths facts

Encourage your child to access the online platforms we have available



Online Platforms

 All log in details are recorded at the back on your child's 

planner.

 Times Tables Rockstars

 Numbots

 Mathletics

 Bitesize is a great resource for maths and English.

 Spelling Frame



Year Six Special Events

 End of year performance

 End of year special activities

 Durham Cathedral leavers celebration

 Residential – taking place 20th May – 22nd May

 Sports events



General information
 Packed lunches – we are a nut free school.

 Arbor - we are now a cashless school.

School lunches, after school care and breakfast club to be paid 

via the Arbor app or website.

 Arbor – please check the app for attendance, wrap around care 

and paying balances. 

 Wrap around care must now be paid for in advance.

Pupils can only be picked up at 4:30pm and 5:30pm on the 

school yard.



General information

 School yard

Please can parents/carers wait on the 3G surface and not wait on 

pavements, steps or the terrace.

Pupils cannot play on the low level, climbing frame and sandpit 

before or after school. 

No dogs allowed on the yard. 

Scooters and bikes to be pushed across the yard and not ridden.

 Communication

Parents/carers can email the teachers or the office. Emails will be 

responded to within 48 hours Mon-Fri between 8:30am and 4:30pm.

Any urgent queries please ring the office between 8am and 3:30pm. 

Alternatively, parents/carers can speak to a member of staff on the 

yard. 



Contact Information

 Thank you for your continued support.

 Teacher email address

 ckernick.teacher@thornhill.durham.sch.uk

mailto:ckernick.teacher@thornhill.durham.sch.uk

